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Sunday, February 5, 2012 (January
23, 2012 by the Julian calendar)
Sunday of the Publican and the
Pharisee, Tone one

Hieromartyr Clement, bishop of Ancyra, and
Martyr Agathangelus (296). New Hieromartyr
Seraphim, Virgin-martyrs Evdokia and
Ecaterine. Virgin-martyr Militsa (1938). St.
Gennadius of Kostroma, monk (1565). Trans-
lation of the relics (1786) of St. Theoctistus,
archbishop of Novgorod (1310). St. Mausi-
mas the Syrian, monk (4th c.). St. Salamanes
the Silent of the Euphrates, monk (ca. 400).
St. Paulinus the Merciful, bishop of Nola
(431). Commemoration of the Sixth Ecumeni-
cal Council (680-681).

BISHOP’S VISIT

His Excellency, Bishop Jerome has agreed to
visit our Parish and celebrate the Divine Liturgy
with us on Sunday, May 13th. The greeting of
His Excellency will be at 9:300A.M. with the
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy following. Please
mark you calendars and lets all prepare for this
important event in the life of our Parish

Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee

The name of this first preparatory Sunday
was received from the appointed Gospel
reading of the parable of the Publican and
the Pharisee, from which the first, from the
image of the parable, left the temple for
his house more justified than the second.
By the example of one and the other the
Holy Church points out the true beginning
and basis of repentance: humility and, on
the other hand, the main source of sin and
obstacle to repentance, pride. According
to the words of the Holy Church, "every
good deed is made of no effect through
foolish pride, while every evil is cleansed
by humility." Without the humble con-
sciousness of one's sinfulness one cannot
alone have the appropriate sense of one's
high external righteousness. In this idea
the faithful also should begin the ascetical

effort of fasting and repentance. In ac-
cordance with this core content, the
Holy Church in all its services for this
Sunday, especially in the Vespers and
Matins stichera and in the troparia of
the canon, denouncing, agreeing with
the Gospel parable, the selfrighteous
pride of the Pharisee, praises the hu-
mility of the Publican and calls each of
us to reject "the swollen boasting and
evil folly of the Pharisee, his loathsome
pride, and the wicked cruelty hateful
to God" to lay aside self-conceit about
one's imaginary worthiness and per-
fection, the self sufficiency of one's
imaginary righteousness to humble
oneself by consciousness of one's un-
worthiness and guilt before God, to
condemn oneself, as a sinner, worthy
of condemnation and judgment, and
beating one's breast to pray: "God be
merciful to me a sinner". If each of us
will pray, according to the example of
the Publican, with a broken heart and
humble spirit, undoubtedly, we will
receive great mercy from the One to
whom all hearts are open: the Lord
opens to us the door of repentance,
will lead us into the holy and redemp-
tive days of the Holy Forty Day Fast,
will enable us by His grace to bring us
to true repentance that we may re-
ceive complete remission and forgive-
ness.

This is a Fast Free Week, called Zahalnyt-
sia or Compact Week, so called because
during the entire week, even on Wednes-
day and Friday, it is permitted to eat meat
products. The Orthodox Church permits
the eating of meat products during the en-
tire week following the Sunday of the Pub-
lican and Pharisee in order not to have
communion with the Armenians who fast
during all this week. Besides by not per-
mitting a fastduring the beginning of our
preparation for Great Lent, the Holy
Church accuses the pride of the Pharisee,
who vainly praised himself for fasting
twice a week, and, in agreement with this
accusation, acts contrary to his hypocriti-
cal and proud fast.

The weeks of the Lenten Triodion begin
on Monday and end on Sunday, excluding
Holy Week, which ends on Saturday.



